
 

  

  

  

 

 

   

 

 

OUTDOOR PLAY POLICY 

 
“The best classroom and the richest cupboard is roofed only by the sky” 

 Margaret McMillan 

 

RATIONALE 
 

We understand the importance for all children to have access to the outdoor 

environment. The Early Years Foundation Stage states that: 

“Providers must provide access to an outdoor play area or, if that is not 

possible, ensure that outdoor activities are planned and taken on a daily 

basis (unless circumstances make this inappropriate, for example unsafe 

weather conditions).” 

 

OUR AIMS   

    

We believe that outdoor play is essential to all areas of children’s development. The 

outdoors can provide a scale and freedom for a type of play and learning that is not 

possible inside. There are play experiences that can only happen outdoors, where 

children have the space and the permission to be active, interactive, messy, noisy 

and to work on a grand scale. Research continually backs up the notion that young 

children learn well when engaged in physical activity. We therefore aim to provide 

all children with continual access to high quality outdoor play and learning. 

 

 

What do we want to achieve as a result of this policy? 

 

We want an outdoor environment which is…. 

 

• Planned with safety in mind but including some ‘managed risk’, for example, 

varied surfaces and challenging climbing equipment. 

• Provides experiences which inside cannot.  
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• Planned to allow the children to access the 7 areas of learning stated in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework. 

• Offers children the opportunities to develop the Characteristics of 

Effective Learning. 

 

We want children who…. 

 

• Are interested and motivated to learn outside, 

• Develop their large motor skills, 

• Care for the natural environment and respect living things. 

• Have free-flow access to the outside for a large part of the day 

 

We want adults who…… 

 

• Offer a balance between adult led and child initiated learning. 

• Offer support to all learning and play whilst keeping all children safe. 

•  Enter into the play and learning with the children sensitively. 

• Are able to consider the next steps for children’s learning and extend 

children’s play accordingly. 

 

How can we achieve our aims? 

 

Professional Development 

 

• The staff team continually reflect on practice outdoors. 

• Whole team and individual training for staff on Outdoor Play and learning 

• We share our aims and enthusiasm for the outdoors with parents 

 

Assessing and Planning the Outdoors 

 

• The outdoor area is risked assessed daily to ensure the safety of the 

children. 

• Toys and equipment are checked for damage when they are set out and 

tidied away. 

• A variety of versatile resources are available to the children. Resources 

available will help children to learn and develop within the all the areas of 

the EYFS curriculum. 

• Staff interact with children when outside, to ensure supervision is 

maintained, and to encourage the children’s interest, engagement and 

development.  

• Parents provide appropriate clothing for the children, for example hats and 

gloves in cold weather, and sunhats on hot days. 



• All equipment is left neatly for the next group of children, or tidied away 

appropriately at the end of the day. 

• Weekly and termly planning will always incorporate the outdoor spaces 

available. 

• Adults will use their observations and assessments of the children’s play and 

learning to feed into outdoor planning.  

• These observations will also monitor which areas are being used well and 

those not so well. 

• The EYFS will provide the framework of continuous provision for outdoor 

learning. 

• Outdoor resources will be assessed, evaluated and replenished when 

necessary in order to maintain a high quality provision. 

 

 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

 

• Seeking external support and challenge, e.g. School improvement partners, 

partner schools. 

• Peer observations and feedback to each other and termly practice 

observations which include sessions outdoors. 

• Monitoring of planning to ensure the outdoors is a high priority. 

• Policy review every four years by members of the team and governors. 

 


