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Introduction 
In accordance with the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice 2014, this report 

includes information on: the implementation of the school’s SEND policy in 2019; the school’s arrangements 

for the admission of children with SEND; the steps being taken to prevent children with SEND from being 

treated less favourably than others; and the facilities provided to enable access to the school for children with 

SEND. 

Where a * is seen, provision has been adapted in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

1. The kinds of SEND that are provided for 
Kate Greenaway Nursery School a mainstream nursery school with places for children aged 6 months to five 

years old, including those with Special Educational Needs (SEND). The SEND code of practice (DfE, 2014) 

defines a child under compulsory school age as having SEND when he or she “has a significantly greater 

difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age or has a disability which prevents or hinders 

him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provide for others at the same age in mainstream 

schools”. The nursery provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including:  

 Communication and interaction, i.e. Autistic Spectrum Condition, speech and language difficulties or 

delay; 

 Cognition and learning, i.e. moderate and specific learning difficulties, global developmental delay; 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, i.e. attachment difficulties, trauma, anxiety; 

 Sensory and/or physical needs, i.e. Cerebral Palsy, visual impairments, hearing impairments, 

hemiplegia, processing difficulties, Epilepsy. 

2. Identifying pupils with SEN and assessing their needs  
Children with SEND are identified in a number of ways: 

 Children may start nursery with a recognised or diagnosed SEND; 

 Parents may raise a concern about a child’s development; or 

 Nursery staff or another professional may raise a concern regarding a child’s development or 

presentation. 

Upon entry to the setting (and on and ongoing basis) Key Persons and/or the Class Teacher will observe and 

assess each child’s current skills and levels of level of development. Using the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Statutory Framework, the accompanying Development Matters guidance and our assessment tracking system, 

practitioners will identify any child who: is significantly below age-expectation in any area of development. 

Staff who have any concerns about a child’s development, will approach the SENCO for an initial discussion 

and where appropriate complete an emerging concerns internal referral form. These concerns will also be 

raised with the parents. The SENCO may then carry out an observation of the child or, depending on the 

outcomes and needs of the child, seek support of outside agencies with the permission of the parent.  

Where it is agreed that a child has or may have SEND, support plans, known as Short Term Plans are written in 

collaboration with the child’s family, the SENCO, relevant staff working with the child and any specialists 

working with the child. We have arrangements for regular reviews of these plans, either as part of the child’s 

termly review or at a separate date and time, depending on the level of need. 

Below expected levels of development and slow progress do not necessarily mean a pupil is recorded as 

having SEND.  
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3. Consulting and involving children and parents  
There are a number of ways in which we involve families in the child’s learning: 

 We offer a home visit to all children before they start their place in the nursery. This gives parents a 

chance right from the start, to air their views, feelings and any possible worries about their child’s 

education.   

 For children with identified needs, a pre-placement transition meeting will also take place. *All 

transition meetings currently take place by phone or MS Teams. 

 We also offer termly reviews of children’s progress with families and more frequent reviews for 

many children with SEND. 

 The child’s Key Person is available on most days to have informal discussions with parents regarding 

their child and the SENCO and/or another member of the senior management team are usually 

available or able to make an appointment with families to discuss any aspect of their child’s 

education.  

 We endeavor to keep in close contact with families via regular newsletters and through our 

website.  

 We usually encourage families to join us in educational trips and visits and welcome families into 

the nursery for various special events.  

 We offer other ways for families to give more general feedback through the annual parent/carer 

survey and other questionnaires around specific activities such as Forest School. 

 When available we offer information around training courses available to parents, including 

specialist courses for families with children with SEND. 

 We encourage all parents to consider becoming Parent Governors and/or members of the 

Children’s Centre Advisory Board whenever there are vacancies on these bodies. 

 As children are relatively young when they attend nursery, we use In the Moment Planning to 

provide an opportunity for them to contribute their views in plans for their education. Through In 

The Moment Planning and the cycle for focus children, we gather information from parents about 

children’s current interests. We pay close attention to children’s interests and combine our 

observations with parents feedback to ensure that we adapt the experiences available to the 

children to meet their interests and extend their learning. We also offer children lots of choice 

about activities.  

Additionally, when making decisions about how best to support a child with SEND, discussions are had with 

the child’s parents. These conversations will make sure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and difficulty; 

 We take into account the parents’ views and concerns; 

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child; 

 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are; and 

 Any referrals to outside agencies are given parental consent. 

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the child’s record.  

Parents are informed when it is decided that their child will receive SEND support.  
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4. Assessing and reviewing pupils' progress towards outcomes 
At Kate Greenaway, a graduated approach is followed involving the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review. 

Children are assessed through observation and reflection and Key Persons update our assessment tracking tool 

on an ongoing basis so that children developing below age-expectation or making less than expected progress 

are identified in a timely way.  

For a child with SEND, the key person or class teacher works with the SENCO to carry out a clear analysis of the 

child’s interests, strengths and needs. A meeting is then had to set up a Short Term Plan. The purpose of this 

plan is to agree goals and strategies in light of: 

 The practitioner’s ongoing assessment and experience of the pupil; 

 The views and experience of parents; 

 The child’s own views and wishes, where appropriate; and  

 Advice from external support services, such as Speech and Language Therapy, if relevant.  

Once a Short Term Plan is created, all practitioners who work with the child are made aware of their needs, 

the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or approaches that are required.  

The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the child’s progress is then regularly 

reviewed.  

5. Supporting pupils moving between phases and preparing for 

adulthood 
At Kate Greenaway, steps are taken to ensure that any transition between phases or settings is well planned 

for and as smooth as possible. 

When children with identified SEND start Kate Greenaway Nursery School from home or another setting: 

 The child and family are encouraged to visit the setting in advance; and 

 A pre-placement meeting (with the parents, SENCO and other allocated professionals) may be had in 

addition to a home visit. 

When moving between age-based rooms in school:   

 Information, perhaps in the form of a pupil passport, will be passed on to the new Key Person in 

advance; 

 Any Short Term Plans will be shared with the new Key Person, who will in turn share with the staff 

team; and 

 Visits to their new room are provided to help them in their understanding of moving to a new room. 

When leaving Kate Greenaway for another setting: 

 A meeting is organised with the parents and the new setting’s SENCo and or Class Teacher/Key Person 

to share important information; 

 In consultation with parents, further information is shared with the new setting;  

 Encouraging staff from the new setting to visit the child in the nursery. 

 Visits to the new setting with the parents and Key Person are arranged; and 
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 For some children, personalised transition books with photographs and information about the new 

setting are made for them.   

6. Our approach to teaching pupils with SEND 
We consider that good practice for children with SEND is good practice for all children and aim to offer 

challenging and rich learning experiences in all areas of development for all children, including those with 

SEND. We aim to integrate children with SEND as much as possible, as much as this is useful to them. Support, 

as far as possible and where appropriate, is offered in the classroom and as part of usual classroom routines, in 

mixed groups, rather than separately. 

High quality teaching is our first step in responding to pupils who have SEND. This will be differentiated for 

individual children to ensure access to children at a range of developmental stages. This means children can 

take part in an experience at different levels and in different ways. 

We plan particular experiences to support children with SEND to make progress and to reach the targets 

agreed in their Short Term Plans. As much as possible we offer these in mixed groups with or alongside 

children developing at age-expectation. We have a flexible approach based on the child’s need, not what is 

convenient or conventional. 

We take advice from specialists such as occupational therapists, physiotherapists, speech and language 

therapists, clinical psychologists and others to inform the plans we make for children with SEND. 

We recognise that parents know their children best and work in partnership with the child’s parents to achieve 

the best outcomes for the child. 

7. Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment  
Kate Greenaway Nursery School has many special features that can particularly support children with SEND: 

 The calm neutral-coloured environment is maintained to avoid over stimulation of children with 

heightened senses. 

 The large outdoor learning environment which has been designed to enhance physical development 

in young children. It includes features such as steps, irregular surfaces and slopes, a sand and water 

area and opportunities for climbing, balancing and swinging and riding bikes. 

 Developmental Movement Play sessions are offered by staff with specialist training in physical 

development to support children’s emotional, social and physical development through movement. 

 A Forest School programme for all children in their last year before transferring to primary school. 

The sessions aim to enhance children’s emotional and social development, confidence and 

independence, as well as their physical development and understanding and enjoyment of the natural 

world. 

 Makaton is a communication system of using gesture to aid understanding and development of 

language.  

 Visual timetables, choice boards and visuals to aid understanding, communication and request-

making. 

The nursery school prides itself on being accessible. It is a single story building, carefully designed and 

organised to ensure the comfort, development and freedom of access to range of children including those with 

mobility needs and equipment. Where children require specialist equipment, these are provided and 

necessary adaptions are made to the environment. This year, for example, a door and ramp were fitted to 

enable access between the 2-3s room and Babynest garden area. In individual cases, the Disability Access Fund 

(DAF) is applied for to help fund these adaptions. 
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8. Additional support for learning  
Additionally, the nursery offers particular interventions designed to support children with SEND such as: 

 Language groups, known as ‘Crocodile Language Groups’ (short, ‘snappy’ language development 

groups) for children over two who may need additional support with language development.  

 Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) to aid children in making requests and 

communicating their needs and wishes. 

 Attention Builders group to support children in developing attention, listening and turn-taking skills 

essential for social interaction and language development. 

We work with the following agencies to provide support for pupils with SEN: 

 Speech and Language Therapy Service – to support children with language and communication delay 

and difficulty. 

 Social Communication Team -  a multi-disciplinary team of Autism specialists including occupational 

therapists, speech and language therapists, physiotherapists and clinical psychologists. 

 Early Years Development team - a multi-disciplinary team supporting children with physical 

disabilities, speech, language and communication needs or developmental delay. 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) Clinical Psychologist provides a service to discuss any 

issues relating to child development and behaviour. 

 Educational Psychology Service provides advice for children with the most complex needs who may 

require an Educational Health Care Plan. 

9. Expertise and training of staff  
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) for Kate Greenaway Nursery School is Lucie Miles. She is 

a qualified teacher with a Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) and over 8 years of classroom 

teaching experience in the Early Years. She has a worked as a SENCo and Deputy Head Teacher for the past 

year. As SENCo, she works closely with the Senior Leadership Team to co-ordinate provision, organise training 

and support staff to ensure that all the children’s needs are being met. 

The nursery employs a class teacher and a team of qualified early years practitioners, many of who are trained 

to deliver specific, targeted SEND provision. The nursery employs an additional early years practitioner with a 

specific responsibility to support the development of children with SEND. This sometimes means they work 

directly with the children with additional needs and sometimes means they allow the child’s key person or 

other staff to work with the child individually or in a small group. Staff might also work collaboratively. 

In the last academic year, staff have received the following professional development in relation to supporting 

children with SEND: 

Date Training Persons Involved 

January 2020 Tiny TIPs INSET (Trauma Informed Practice, CAMHS) 
Language Group training (SaLT) 

Whole staff 

February 2020 Attention Autism programme (2 days) Jenni Gregory 

February 2020 Makaton beginners  Nicky Walker 

June 2020 Supporting children with Autism in the Early Years 
(remote self –study) 

All staff 



Updated 2/11/2021 
 

July 2020 Supporting children with Autism to use PECS (remote 
self-study)  

All staff 

September 2020 Tiny TIPs refresher  All staff 

September 2020 Supporting children with Speech and Language needs 
in Islington. 

Lucie Miles 

September - ongoing Tiny TIPs Reflective Practice group Karen, Antonella, Lucie 

September 2021 Supporting Language Development  Lucie, Rachel 

September 2021 Introduction to Autism in EYs Jenni 

January 2021 Supporting Language Development  Jenni, Nicky 

January 2021 Top tips for communication and special time 
(SALT) 

Aluat, Jahanara 

February 2021 Introduction to Language Groups Habiba 

February 2021 Using visuals to support communication and 
transitions (SaLT) 

Chloe, Debbie, Heidi 

February 2021 Implementing the Developmental Journal (SENCO 
Forum) 

Jenni 

2021 Positive Handling Rachel, Lucie, Jacqui, 
Habiba, Chloe, Sarah, 
Jenni, Kim, Karen? 

June 2021 Supporting children in early years settings who may 
have experienced trauma 

Lucie  

September 2021 SENCo Induction - The Organised SENCo Lucie 

November 2021 Richard Cloudesley Outreach – Manual Handling and 
Risk Assessment  

Lucie  

 

10. Evaluating the effectiveness of SEN provision  
The progress of children with SEND is continually monitored by the Key Persons and Class Teacher. This is 

carried out through observation, reflection and sometimes more specific measures of development. This is 

then reviewed in Short Term Plan meetings and in Annual review meetings for children with Education Health 

and Care Plans (EHCPs). 

The SENCO oversees the provision and interventions and monitors their success through observations and 

data analysis.  

Where necessary children’s progress may be assessed and monitored by outside agencies and specialist 

professionals working with the child. 

Parent and child questionnaires are used to elicit views and experience of the nursery. 
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11. Enabling pupils with SEND to engage in activities available to those 

in the school who do not have SEND 
No pupil is excluded from taking part in any activities or trips because of their SEND or disability, unless it is the 

child’s best interests. Where trips or activities require adaption to meet the special needs of individual 

children, efforts are made to do so. 

A culture of understanding, respect, inclusion, and kindness is embedded within the staff team and fostered 

amongst the children. Issues of unkindness or bullying amongst children are taken seriously and addressed to 

ensure all children develop the skills to enable and help others to flourish as well as flourish personally. 

14. Complaints about SEND provision  
Where a parent wishes to make a complaint, the procedure is as follows: 

 In the first instance we encourage families to discuss any concerns or complaints with their child’s Key 

Person. 

 If the situation is not resolved we ask families to raise their concern with Lucie Miles, the SENCO and 

Class Teacher: 

Lucie.Miles@islington.gov.uk 

0207 527 4852 

 If further support is needed families are asked to bring their concern to Diana Valcheva, the Head 

Teacher: 

Diana.Valcheva@islington.gov.uk 

0207 527 4853 

 If the Head Teacher is not able to resolve the problem, we ask families to raise their concern with the 

Governing Body for the School (they can be contacted via Governor Services at Islington Council on 

0207 527 2000 or via the Head or Deputy Head teacher) 

 If the Governors are not able to resolve the difficulty families may take their complaint to the local 

authority Early Years Area SENCo team (EYAST) 020 7527 5599. 

 If the problem is still not resolved, families may take their complaint directly to OFSTED who can be 

contacted on 0300 1231231.  

 If a family are concerned about a child’s well-being or safety and are not satisfied with the School’s 

response to their concern they could also consider contacting Children’s Social Care directly on 0207 

527 7400. 

The parents of pupils with disabilities have the right to make disability discrimination claims to the first-tier 

SEND tribunal if they believe that our school has discriminated against their children. They can make a claim 

about alleged discrimination regarding: exclusions; provision of education and associated services; making 

reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services  

15. Contact details of support services for parents of pupils with SEN 
Islington SEND Community Support Service - free, legally based, impartial, confidential and accessible 
information, advice and support on all matters relating to special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
020 3031 6651 
020 3031 6652 
islingtonsend@family-action.org.uk 
www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/sendias/islingtonsend/ 

mailto:islingtonsend@family-action.org.uk
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/sendias/islingtonsend/
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Centre 404 - a charity that offers friendly, reliable and person-centred support to people with a learning 
disability and their families in North London. 
020 7607 8762 
https://centre404.org.uk/ 
 

Scope, Parents Connect - for parents or carers of disabled children. The aim of the service is to: reduce 
isolation; build a support network with other parents; provide useful information (how to approach 
professionals, what local/national support is available for you/your child 
https://www.scope.org.uk/family-services/parents-connect-leeds/ 

17. The local authority local offer 
Our local authority’s local offer is published here:  

https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer 

18. Monitoring arrangements 
This policy and information report will be reviewed by Lucie Miles every year. It will also be updated if any 

changes to the information are made during the year.  

It will be approved by the governing board.  
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