
Tracking children’s progress at Kate Greenaway 

Why we do it 

Our staff team work very closely with all children. Through this engagement we make continuous assessments of what each child shows us they can do and 

where they need support to develop further. These reflections feed into our planning, and detailed observations are captured and reflected on for each 

child’s Profile book. Further, we meet with families termly to discuss children’s progress and identify Next Steps for their development together. 

We also conduct a form of summative assessment based on Key persons’ knowledge of each child. This takes place termly, completed by Key persons for 

their Key children with oversight from the Senior Leadership Team. 

The purpose of this tracking is to identify 

a)  any areas in which individual children need additional support or challenge 

b)  any areas of the Early Years curriculum which we need to focus on as a staff team 

c) any groups of children (for example those who speak English as an additional language) who might need additional support 

Moderation 

As a Nursery School we do not have National data sets for comparison. The first formal tracking of this kind occurs at the end of the Reception year in the 

form of the Foundation Stage Profile. However, we do moderate our tracking alongside several other local Early Years settings to ensure consistent and 

accurate assessment of children’s development. 

The EExAT tracking system 

The Early Years curriculum (a document called Development Matters) was not designed to support the tracking of children’s progress. Development bands 

are blurred to reflect the naturally uneven rate of children’s progress. Therefore from September 2016 we will be using a tracking system from Early 

Excellence, an organisation that specialises in Early Years pedagogy and practice. We believe that this system will give greater accuracy to our judgements 

and also allows us to track children’s levels of well-being and engagement, aspects which are key to children’s learning. 

 

 



Tracking 2015/16 

Baby Nest 

Under 2’s are tracked in the three Prime curriculum areas of Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED), Communication and Language and 

Physical Development. 

In 95% of the Prime curriculum areas children made accelerated progress in Baby Nest, with the other 5% making expected progress.  

Groups 

Children in funded 2 year old places made 54% accelerated progress, 33% expected progress. 

Children with identified Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) made 32% accelerated progress, 32% expected progress and 36% below expected 

progress.  NB Sometimes children with SEND can make significant progress that is not captured in the tracking process. 

Comparisons of girls and boys progress did not reveal any significant differences. 

Curriculum focus- Literacy 

As part of our Nursery Development Plan we identify an area of the curriculum to focus on developing over a period of two years. Over the past two years 

our focus has been Literacy. We use our tracking to analyse the impact that our strategies have had for the children. This analysis is based on the School 

Leavers cohort. 

In 2015/16 we had more children who began the year working at below age-expected levels than in previous years (64%). By the end of the summer term 

2016 80% were working at or above age-expected levels. This represents significant progress for this cohort in Literacy and a greater progression from 

starting points than in previous years. 

 

 

 



Leavers Cohort Tracking Analysis, Summer 2016 

Cohort 

 Cohort comprised of 20 children by the summer term- 11 boys, 9 girls 

 Had been 22 children in the Autumn term, 21 children in the Spring term 

 SEND: 2 children with diagnoses of autism, 2 children with significant speech and language difficulties 

 6 Autumn term birthdays 

5 Spring term 

9 Summer term 

-The skew towards the later part of the academic year partly explains the lowish starting points this year 

Conclusions 

 The cohort generally progressed from working below baseline in the Autumn term to working above it in the Summer term 

 More children were identified as working at above age expected levels in the Specific areas this year than in previous years (an aspect identified for 

improvement through Summer 2015 tracking analysis) 

 The two areas with the fewest number of children working at or above the baseline are Maths and Understanding the World. Having focussed on 

UW two years ago, our curriculum area for development next year will be Maths (and specifically Problem Solving) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Foundation Stage Profile data 

This piece of tracking occurs at the end of the Reception year. It is the first point at which it is possible to make comparisons with Islington settings and 

nationally. At this point children will have been attending a different setting for a year.  However, we hope that the support they have received during their 

time at Kate Greenaway would enable them to continue to thrive at school. 

Profile completed Summer 2016 (children left Kate Greenaway Summer 2015) 

 

  Communi-
cation 

Physical PSE Literacy Mathematics A Good Level 
of 
Development 

 Understanding 
The World 

Expressive Arts 
& Design 

School 87.5 87.5 87.5 87.5 87.5 87.5 87.5 87.5 

Islington 79.2 84.3 81.0 69.5 74.9 65.9 79.8 83.8 

National 82.0 88.0 85.0 72.0 77.0 69.0 83.0 86.0 
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